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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF 
STEPHEN F. AUSTIN

Part 16:  Prison Changes Things
by Bob Heinonen

While in Mexico City lobbying for statehood for Texas, 
Stephen F. Austin contracted cholera in August, 1833, 
during an epidemic that he estimated killed 18,000 
people in the city.  The Mexican Congress adjourned 
because of the epidemic.  Reports reached Austin that 
the epidemic had spread to Texas and had killed his sister 
Emily’s daughter.  In spite of his illness, Austin pushed 
himself but somehow survived.  
Austin lobbied and petitioned the government officials 
for statehood for five months but could not get anyone 
to make a decision.  Stephen F. Austin was known 
to be a very patient man, but even he lost hope and 
patience….and then he made a mistake.  On October 2, 
1833, he wrote a letter to his friends in San Antonio de 
Bexar saying they should form a government that was 
independent of Coahuila; Texas had always been a part 
of the state of Coahuila which was hundreds of miles to 
the west of the Texas settlements. He ended the letter, 
“Dios y Tejas” – God and Texas.

On December 10, Austin gave up his campaign for 
statehood and left Mexico City to return home by an 
overland route.  During his journey, he noticed that 
“Mexico was poorer and more backward” then during 
his trip ten years earlier; he blamed this on the Catholic 
Church.  “His party toured many of the churches and 
convents along the route, and he was amazed at their 
number, size, and opulence in the midst of so much 
poverty. ‘One is astonished at seeing these monuments 
of the barbarity & ignorance of the tenth and twelfth 
centuries, preserved with so much care in the 19th 
century, & in the Republic.’”
On January 2, 1834, Austin arrived in Saltillo after 
a leisurely trip.  The next day, he met with the new 
Commandant General, Pedro Lemus, and, to his surprise 
was arrested.  The letter Austin had sent to his friends 
saying they should form a government had fallen into 
the hands of his enemies; he was called a traitor for 
suggesting the formation of an unauthorized government.  
Stephen F. Austin was taken prisoner by the Mexican 
Army and put in the Inquisition Prison in Mexico City 
where he was placed in solitary confinement for three 
long months.                                                                                (continued on next page)
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SPECIAL TEXAS INDEPENDENCE DAY
If you haven’t already made your plans to celebrate Texas Independence at the place it happened -- Washington-
on-the-Brazos -- it is time to get on with it.  The weekend event will be held February 28 - March 1.  
We will have an amazing set of performances in the intimate theater at the Star Of The Republic Museum....I wish 
I could sit and watch them!  On Saturday, watch:

William Barret Travis and Susanna Dickenson (Bob Heinonen and Elizabeth Seibert)
Stephen F. Austin and Mary Austin Holley (Bob Heinonen and Elizabeth Seibert)
Sam Houston (Jack Edmondson)

On Sunday, watch:
William Barret Travis and Susanna Dickenson (Bob Heinonen and Elizabeth Seibert)
Sam Houston (Jack Edmondson)

As of this newsletter, performance times had not been set but the first performance has normally been at 11:00AM.   
We have had overflow crowds for the last five years, so get a seat early to get a seat.  See you there!

NEW ON-LINE CALENDAR
A new on-line calendar has been added to our website.  Now you can find out not only where we 
will be performing, but also the date, time and historic character.  The calendar will always be up-to-
date with our bookings.  If you want to see one of these performances, just contact me and I will sup-
ply you with the information on how to go about it.  Come out and see us.  We would love to see you. 



CURRENT FEBRUARY RESERVATIONS
Day Organization 
11 Old Town Elementary School, Round Rock
18 Camden Oaks, Houston
18 Parkway Place, Houston
19 The Terrace at Clear Lake, Webster
19 Pattison Elementary School, Katy
19 Forum at Memorial Woods, Houston
20 Krause Elementary School, Brenham
24 Forum at Park Lane, Dallas
26 Trinity Terrace, Fort Worth
28 Star Of The Republic Museum, Washington-on-the-Brazos (3 performances)

This is the reservation list as of the issuance of this newsletter.  Check our website for an up-to-date list:
For all future reservations, go to http://www.TexasHeroes.net/thefuture.html

or http://www.TexasHeroes.net/Texas Heroes calendar.htm
For a list of all clients, go to http://www.TexasHeroes.net/thepast.html
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(Continued from previous page)
He would never forget Cell 15.  It was a dark rock cell with no windows.  The only light came from a small skylight 
high above where, on the brightest of days, he could barely discern the drawings left on the walls by a prisoner 
some sixty years before.  And there was the mouse that he fed crumbs from his food.  After a few weeks, the mouse 
became so tame that Austin could pet it.  During this time, he was able to keep a journal of his thoughts with a pen 
and pencil he had hidden in his clothes when he was imprisoned.
After three months in solitary confinement, he was placed with the regular prisoners where he was kept for another 
seven months.  The Mexican legal system allowed a prisoner to be held in prison indefinitely while the government 
gathered evidence; the wheels of government turned very slowly forward, and sometimes backward, in Mexico 
when they turned at all.  Finally, Austin was paroled into the city where he was detained for another six months 
although he did live in comfort.  And then, after over two years in Mexico City, he was allowed to come home to 
Texas.
When he arrived home, his attitude about Texas being a Mexican state had changed.
Next Month – Part 17: There Will Be War

All quotes come from Gregg Cantrell’s book Stephen F. Austin – Empresario of Texas
Bob Heinonen is the founder of Texas Heroes and has been portraying Stephen F. Austin since 1993.  See www.
TexasHeroes.net/StephenFAustin.html .  Copyright© by Bob Heinonen 2009.


