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NEW CHARACTER NOT A TEXAN

This summer I will debut a new historic figure: Patrick Henry of “Give me liberty or Give me
death” fame. Mr. Henry will allow me to tell the story of the American Revolution to audi-

ences of all ages.

He will be available for schools, patriotic events, retirement communities, con-
ventions and anywhere else audiences are interested in the American spirit.

I will make my debut

as Patrick Henry on June 16th just in time for the 4th of July holiday. I am already taking reservations.

Preliminary plans have been made for the big Texas Independence Day Celebration at Washington-on-
the-Brazos. My lovely wife, Elizabeth Seibert, and I will perform in the Star of The Republic Museum
theater three times on Saturday, February 28, and two times on Sunday, March 1. Elizabeth will be Susanna
Dickenson and Mary Austin Holley. I will be Stephen F. Austin and William Barret Travis. The times

have yet to be set. We hope to see you there!

During December I have had the opportunity to bring A Cowboy’s Christmas to 33 organizations. This
includes retirement communities, a church group, an insurance agency client appreciation supper, and a
Masonic lodge. It seems to hit home with so many people and has become a Christmas tradition in many
retirement communities. I am already taking reservations for next Christmas.

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN
Part 15: Having Their Say
by Bob Heinonen

In 1833, when Antonio Lépez de Santa Anna became
President of Mexico, he forced a change in government
that gave him the power instead of the states and threw
out the Constitution of 1824. The thoughts of revolution
spread across Mexico, and Texas was no exception.

The colonists in Texas, Stephen F. Austin’s colonists and
the colonists of other empresarios that had now come to
Texas, decided they wanted to hold a consultation...a
convention...to discuss several courses of action.
Austin recommended against holding a consultation
since it was against Mexican law and would do nothing
but irritate the authorities. The representatives could
be put in prison. But the colonists decided to hold the
consultation anyway and their representatives met at
San Felipe on April 1, 1833. “Among the delegates
was the flamboyant, hard-drinking ex-governor of
Tennessee, Sam Houston, representing Nacogdoches....
the convention chose William Wharton to preside over
the gathering, a sign that Austin’s cautious policies had
fallen from favor.”

The representatives debated:

1. Should Texas become an independent nation through
revolution, or

2. Should Texas apply for full statehood within the
Republic of Mexico under the Constitution of 1824 (up
until then Texas had been a part of Coahuila which was
hundreds of miles to the west)

After lot of arguing and debating, as only Texians seemed
to be able to do, the decision was made to apply for full
statehood. And, in spite of the fact that Stephen F. Austin
had recommended against holding the consultation, the
consultation asked Austin to represent them. They asked
Austin to go to Mexico City to petition the government
for Texas statehood.

Although Austin was tired of the new politics of Texas,
he accepted the challenge. He wrote to his cousin, Mary
Austin Holley, “If I succeed in this mission I intend it
shall terminate my participation in public matters. I have
contributed very much to the settling of the Country, and
if I am now successful, I shall be contented, and think I
have done my part.”

“Austin mounted his mule on April 22, 1833, and rode
west out of San Filipe for San Antonio” as he began his
journey to Mexico City via land and sea; he arrived there
three months later. For the next five months, Austin
lobbied and petitioned for statehood. But, as usual, the
Mexican government was in a state of political turmoil.
From one day to the next, he didn’t know what the
opinions of the men in power would be. Stephen F.
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Austin was a very patient man, but even Austin lost his patience. He wrote a letter to his friends in San Antonio
de Bexar saying they should form a government because Texas would need one one way or the other — as a state
or as an independent nation.

Unfortunately, Austin’s letter fell into the hands of his enemies. He was called a traitor for suggesting the formation
of an unauthorized government. Austin was captured by the Mexican Army and put in the Inquisition Prison in
Mexico City where he was placed in solitary confinement.

Next Month — Part 16: Prison Changes Things

All quotes come from Gregg Cantrell’s book Stephen F. Austin — Empresario of Texas

Bob Heinonen is the founder of Texas Heroes and has been portraying Stephen F. Austin since 1993. See www.
TexasHeroes.net/StephenFAustin.html . Copyright© by Bob Heinonen 2008.

CURRENT JANUARY RESERVATIONS
Day Organization
8 Lake Kiowa Woman’s Club, Lake Kiowa
8 Moss Acres Woman’s Club, Dallas

12 Wynwood Vernon, Vernon
13 Park Central Retirement Community, Amarillo (3 performances)
14 Palo Duro Retirement Community, Canyon

15 Carillon, Lubbock

15 Grand Court - Lubbock, Lubbock

16 Stone Recreation Center, Dallas

23 Green Valley Elementary School, North Richland Hills
27 The Conservatory at Keller Town Center, Keller

29 Prestonwood Christian Academy, Plano

31 Englewood Estates, Austin

This is the reservation list as of the issuance of this newsletter. Check our website for an up-to-date list:
For all future reservations, go to http://www.TexasHeroes.net/thefuture.html
For a list of all clients, go to http://www.TexasHeroes.net/thepast.html




